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With the introduction of new vaccines in response to COVID-19, some individuals are reluctant 

to get vaccinated. Reasons for the reluctance vary but include people with medical concerns about 

potential side effects, individuals with certain religious beliefs, and others. 

 

Net-A-$hop, an online retailer based in Arizona, employees hundreds of workers throughout the 

state. Although there is no longer a federal mandate to receive a COVID-19 vaccine, Net-A-$hop 

is requiring COVID-19 vaccinations for all employees, but will allow religious and medical 

exemptions on a case-by-case basis. Employees who refuse to get vaccinated are placed on an 

indefinite period of unpaid leave and can eventually be terminated.  

 

In February 2022, Net-A-$hop terminated three employees for not getting the vaccine: Employee 

A, Employee B, and Employee C. Prior to the termination, all three had been on unpaid leave for 

approximately three months. 

 

• Employee A is currently six months pregnant and cites her pregnancy as a reason to not get 

the vaccine. She indicated she would consider getting vaccinated after her baby is born. 

• Employee B was raised Catholic but is currently not active in his church.  He will not get the 

vaccine because of what it contains and cites his religious upbringing as the reason why he will 

not inject any type of vaccine into his body. 

• Employee C will not get the vaccine because of how quickly the vaccine was developed. He 

indicated that once the vaccine has been available and tested for a few years, he would be 

willing to consider getting vaccinated. 

 

Prior to their termination, each employee asked to work remotely as an accommodation and each 

request was denied.  

  

Assuming that Net-A-$hop is able to terminate employees for refusing the vaccine, analyze how 

the terminated employees listed above might proceed in a hypothetical wrongful termination 

lawsuit. Which employee has the strongest wrongful termination claim? Which one has the 

weakest? 


